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Bill and Melinda Gates as well as art 
collector Friedrich Christian “Mick” 

Flick have all signed the guest books of 
this historic Great Camp surrounded by 
1,000 private acres of forested wilderness. 
Designed in 1898 by famous Great Camp 
architect William West Durant, this was 
the rural playground of Timothy Woodruff, 
Lieutenant Governor of New York under 
Teddy Roosevelt. His holiday neighbors 
included the Rockefellers, Astors, and 
Morgans, who would all decamp to the area 
in the hot summer months. In its heyday, the 
estate grew accustomed to regular rumors 
flying around about its aristocratic guests, 
hedonistic parties, and sumptuous lodgings. 
In 1913, the property, which centers on a 
500-acre lake, passed briefly into the hands of 
Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt, and since 2005 it 
has been owned by real estate developer Mark 
Palmer, from New Zealand. 

Palmer opened up the property as a 
vacation rental in 2015, keeping the cozy, 
campy interiors intact: timber walls, huge 
rough-stone fireplaces, headboards fashioned 
as tree branch installations, and mounted 
moose heads. There is also an indoor squash 
court and a two-lane bowling alley. Up to 24 
guests share 12 rooms spread across 7 lakeside 
cabins. Green lawns roll right down to the 
water’s edge and a sprawling deck sits right on 
the lake. Hiking, biking, boating, fly-fishing, 
sailing, windsurfing, and kayaking all take 
place on property, which includes tennis and 
basketball courts, a softball field (where the 
Yale and Harvard varsity teams once played 
each other), and a two-story spa. Available 
July 1 through October 15, $19,980/night for 
24 guests, all-inclusive; lakekora.com

LAKE KORA  
Adirondacks, New York

160 LM SUMMER 2020

Stephanie Loeber
Highlight

Stephanie Loeber
Highlight

Stephanie Loeber
Highlight



THE POINT
 
An alternative in the area is The 
Point, the former retreat of William 
Avery Rockefeller II. Owned now 
by New Yorkers Laurie and Pierre 
Lapeyre, the sprawling lakefront 
property features 11 guest 
rooms and a log-built mansion 
that were renovated in 2018 to 
make the most of its traditional 
design. Everything from fishing 
to tennis is available, including 
lake tours to take in other Great 
Camps with illustrious histories 
in the surrounding area. Though 
the rooms are mostly booked 
individually, the entire property 
can be had exclusively from 
$28,750/night for 22 guests,  
all-inclusive; thepointresort.com u

Co
ur

te
sy

 Im
ag

es
 F

ro
m

 L
ef

t: 
La

ke
 K

or
a;

 
Th

e 
Po

in
t (

2)

161LM SUMMER 2020


